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. s appear to be self-regulating,
{by which we mean in general that they have an
’mﬁm—n tendency to seek whatever conduces bo
gocd health and developmenith

"Mankind can be self-regulating as much as
any other s but the process is much more
complicated, and consequently much more
casily disturbed.”

*To lead a satisfactory Llife it s necessary for
human beings to enjoy some measure of
necoplanee, approval and affection from their
fellows, Rejection and hatred lead to illness and
evien death.

"The adults in the school have the
responsibility for irying to understand the
behaviour and attitudes of the children. This
means that anti-social condwect and non-co-
operation is treated with tolerance and
sympathetic consideration, and that we use no
punitive sanctions.™

(SUSIE POWLESLANID
eo-founder of Kirkdale School
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SOME FACTS ABOUT
KIRKDALE

Kirkdals Sehoeol has approximately thirty
children, They are divided into three age groups
— the Bees, aged between three and o half and
five: the Wasps, aged between five and eight; and
the Hornets, aged between eight and eleven. The
pupil stall ratio is kept deliberately at about
eight to onie, This gives each child the
opportunity to form close relationships with the
mdults here.

Kirkdale is o democratic community, and as
such we have no head teacher. We run ourselves
as a parent/teacher co-operative. This means
that families and staff work together to run the
shool, make decislons, nnd perform the
maintenanee work.

Hirkdale is completely self-sufficiont
financially, all expenses being shared by the
parcnis. Contributions are kepl to a minimum,
and we have a number of free places given Lo
ihose families who cannot afford to contribute,
This is not an ideal system and we are far from
happy with it, but o far it is the only one which
provides parents with genuine control of their
children's schoeal lives.

This booklet is made up of contributions from
some of Kirkdale’s members, children and
pdulis. We hope they represent the various
opinions and feelings we have about our schoaol,
prd some of its unigue essence and spirit,



SOME VIEWS
ON KIRKDALE -
the Bees

(3'%-D vear olds)

Why oo you like Kirkoaia?
1 ol 50 G0 SafrTimEng

Wiy oo you like the gardaen?
1 has a clmbsng frame

Thesfa g Podcorsg poots and kots of
WO i R

PETER — a parent .-

Kirkdale School proclaims itself on a battered sign
above the gate. It is seventeen years old, and a
vigowrous sdolescent . No doubt the casual prssor by,
glancing inio the unkempt garden, wonders if the
raged, mud bespatiered children who run nnd
ghrick through the aged rhodendrons ane not part of
soma institution for the under privileged - orphans
[mhulpﬂ. But mi, thiz is Kirkdale, a fee paying private
schodl,

Why i= it, on aquiet day in the holdinys, as [ walk
up the gravelled drive towards the old Victorinn
house, that it fecls suddenly like being in the country,
as though the busy throughfare of the roaad at the
bottom of the garden were pari of another, uglier
warld? Does the earth remember the generations of
cager children who have cooked sausages oul here on
camplires, made seeret hideouts in the bushes, fought
opie remakes of the world's great hattles fit in their
imaginations to rival any Hollywood specatuclar?
Dioea it romember the children who have laughed,
loved, eried and blessed it in their hearts if not ao
knowing in their thoughts™

If there is something Limeless, anachronistic even,
about the school, then it s surely related to the
children. Teachers and parents come and go, children
grow up and go Lo the loca] comprehensive, becorme
young men and women, and go to work. But the
children are & |wn3,rx thare — different feoes, Lhe same
fiselings. The rituals, the laughior, the tree houses,
the games, the traditions are all played - the
kingdom of childhood iz a lamnd apart. At banfire
night, for example, there iz a fancy dress party,
firewnrks on the climbing frame, hot soup and flap
Jacks, dansing and beer and talk around the fire,
singing maybe and the reunion of old fricmda.
Somehow, whatever the well menning interference of
us benevalent adults, the children go their own way,
struggle to preserve and develop their own image,



Do you Wee the Homets?
¥os. bacaum mmy Bicdher n baon.
1 B i FaOiTel vl Pusi iriesnacts.

Do your ke the Wasps?
¥ies, Bairy'ne Rice. Somasmes thay're
il

Mot that these are little angels by any means.
There is plenty of horseplay and raucous loughter;
there are shrill q_ﬂul'ﬂ!-]ﬁ ant this scensiona] fisticulls
Mol —wingsof gause would not stay on these children
lang. And vet perhaps there is perbaps something
cherubic thers = an innooence, n brighinoss and an
insoueianee, “There is a little bit of every living thing
Wrmn." iy seven and o half year old daughter

enly tald me. “There is a bit of eat, sheep,
horse . . " | wonder where that one came from?
"Winter is beautiful too Daddy”, she zaid as we
trudged through the snow bound park, the bare troes
startlingly black against the glitier of the snow, the
white dogs leoking dirty. Or oneo she sabl o ms st the
age of four and with grest autharity, “Don’t say ‘don’t’
B .

For me the best thing about Kirkdale isthatisit is
m living orgunizm, mot n foani], dying benonth the
fading vision of some onee charismatic leader past his
prime, bound by the rigidities of his nging spirit.
Here, no one Lays down the law, ho-one (=
indispensiblo. What is casential s that the interplay
of personalities in which we are each obliged to learn
fram the other, for no-one can impose thelr will, 1we
Can o & b bse chal lomped l'l-ﬂl.'l.-l'.lhnvrm.lrnﬂn'pﬂ
vision of the school realised, then we grow as people
and as & schoal. For all of us, adults as well as
children, relationships are the preat teachens, And
the childron usually learm bettor than us fram their
relationships, for they really express their feelings
“ra iy, we don’t Dkt vous.™ "1 like vouir onrrings,”
“You're not my best firiend.” The children are
conglantly teaching ench ather o be gpood citizens of
their little society. If vou relnte to people by kicking
them thoy 1l refuse to play with you: iFyvou sit mousoy
quiet inacorner, too Limid to contribute, youTl be lefl
bl L3 M you v Loo boesy vou' |l be shunned in fvotr ol
others mare amennble.

Thoy da beirn to read and write, they da learn
number dkills, omft 2kills, music, drama, ooking
and s forth. But noskill, however refined and
developed, will create o pescefinl world. [t is the
qualities of hoart, so Incking in our world, that will
bt n'lr“.[ll:v determine not whether the childron will
be rich, lnmous and lionized by stchisty, but whethor
they will e pood hidman boings=, ot pesce with
themselves and their fellows.

Why do you lke being a Bea?
Wioni G0N Parah 10 B0 &y Wik

Vo dan ™l Fanep 10 play. It has ™o
warmes! fres @t cormionatia
cusheons and carpels

Mo school 1s & panacea. But st least here at
HRirkdale we have an opporfunity, teachers and
parents, to help each other towards our fulfilment as
human beings. We are the medels for sur children,
they will inherit our legacy —not only of material
things, but of compassion, insight, sensitivity,
intelligenos and wisdom, in the measure that we are
mble to make these available to them from our own
stare. Thess cannol be foreed on them at school or
hame, but Fither absorbed by oamosis, as we live our
lives together, Kirkdobe is n great school, pnd it
grows and changes. The school is us, we are the
schoal: what we became the school becomes. Forall of
us this is an sdventure and n challenge. It's not up io
the Minister, or the Board of Examiners, or the
Crovernors, or hemven knows wihoelse, it's up Lo ua,
and we like it that way,




NIKKI - a Youth
Opportunities
Worker

Firsd up the muddy bealen
track, stepping to avodd the
clay, up the stepa through the
door to the office, Coat off
quickly =0 as not ta bo lake,
oumad down the stairs and
seitle down toa litthe erschet
by the arange glow of the gas
fire

ALEX — ateacher

Alter warking in a slate primory school and at
Firkdale, | have come Lo some conclusions about haw
children and adults spond their time in the twa
inatitutions
Thi: cloarest difference that | can ses between the

ractioe l;lfu'ql;']'llnﬂ in m etate school, and that of
Eemn at Kirkeale is that conventional wisdom in
conventional schoals tells us that people do not know
what they are doing, and have to be tald. Children,
eepecially, therofore can only beexpected to make the
most trivinl decisions about Uhe running of their owm
lives and the 1ife of their communities. Kirkdale
glarts from the opposite assumption, nomely that we
nll know what we are doing, and can run gur lives

Tho p.rnr;:'l'l.m that has grown from this pasitive

nﬁumphnn aver the 17 vears of Kirkdale's existener
has given rise to a healthy, functioning, domocratic
community. The children and adults work together to
ereate an atmosphere of freedom - not i false frocdam
defined only by an absenoes of oppressive regulations,
but a frecdom that is a process of collectively
realising our individieal desires This is nat a freedom
that can be granted by kind or Bberal adulls who
believe that they know better than children what is
pood for them. 18 is not o child-centred teaching
method, making sure that children disoover the
correct portions of the spambess copt of learning. It |s
not & special atmosphers fior emotionally deprived
children who need close relationships in order to
hepcairme ;ll!jw:t-wl ti the "real world®, Hather, it can
only prow from the knowledpe st we all know best
for ourse lves, that we learn what we need becuse we
need it, and that we all nesd close relutisnahipa in
arder o realise our cormemon humamity. Inmy
pxperience, and in that of those who have
oxporienced this process of (recedom, Kickdale ian
HUCTESA

By 10 am my stomach
notices its lnck of broakfiust
and groans till half pust like an
automatic snacks alarm. Up
thve stairs to the affice, | make s
qutick decision of what's
appropriate — biscuits, nuls or
popearn ek

A little reading, o little
crochet, my lap squiashed in,
and bruited from Dnvid mnd
Cyrus”back massages, [ finally
ot Lo thi end ol the day,
sweaping for those who have
seived clearing-up, making the
tables into lower blocks with
chairn. Then turning the man
ofT at a light switch, | walk aut
under the grey sky, hack down
the trodden path, liken
pilg;ri m, down Lo the gk mnl
into the world of tarmae.

The workings of Rirkdals are a par of this process
n-fpraﬂ'ir.irlg freedom. Thore are feur types of formal
decishon -making bodles;

11 Group meetings; the groups of children meet with
thelr teschers o determine their activilics as n
Eruup.

21 School mecting: at which the day-lo-day
relntionships between adults and childron, and
between children are discussed, together with cur
mctivitios as u school. This meeting, among other
functions, talies the place of any disciplinry
etructure. There wre no panishments

41 Sall meetling: nt which the woarkers disousa their
wark, both teaching work and all ather aspects of
running the schotl. Thers is no headteacher

4) Management meeting: open to all parents nned
warkers, laking uliimate responsibility for the
schiool s exiatence, Thire is me Board of Governom

All the other decisions — when to ppint a piclure,
whiore Lo hang it up, how to climb a troe, whose kneo
o sit on, are made by thoae involved,

Paul Goodman wrote that “we cannot Knew the
lnws ol perfection, we can only create them.”
Hirhdnf: is & place where that creation has bagun.




HELEN — a parent

Kirkdale's attraction for me isits open
commumication system. [ think that all the people
involved in Kirkdale have o desire to be potent and
ereative in their relationships with their children
and others

Within the schoal there s no |'||.:-._'|d master who
knows hest, there are no rules withaut eonspeneguas
i this can take weeks of discussion! | The teachors do
not shut disges on parents once the kidswalk through
them. Finnneing the schoal is the problem ofall of us
[f the building is falling down we have W put it back
up and soon. . ..

Far many peale the thought of such a set up would
ke Ehem fese] toss insecure or vulnerabls to function
but it seema precisely the sulnerability that mokes
Kirkdale soalive. I[Tone doesn’t know what works ina
given situation the only weay i fnd aut (= through
persanal endepvour. 1t's this building of Enow ledee
far anesell thot | think we collectively apree s tho
only education worth having

ho nnah



CLARE - a friend of Kirkdale

The aim of Kirkdale School s to foster happiness by
pnrl.'l-.‘l.l.n:eln envirenment in which children nre fres
it be theemaslves, The children ore considersd as
imdividuals whoe have rights; they have the right o
decide for themselves whiether to play, come 1o
lessons, whint to think and to be free o feel bored,
tired, anergotic, excbed or melanchaly. This does net
muean thint I‘J'Ir'_'l.'rlr'l"' berimg mesglected . Children are not
entirely independent of the sdulis in their world,
Thle':-' pivedd P, wesrmith and o tmnm: onironment
which approves of them for who they are. They meed
ta be huiggped, they need ta be camlorted, they need ta
know adules are clese at hand.

In his book “The Ar of Loving™, Erich Fromm
points out that all the esrly experiences of childhaod
“hecome cryatallised nnd integrated in tlse
expierience; | am loved, | am loved because | am
mothar's child. | am loved becnise | am holpleoss. | am
lovesd because | am benutiful, ndmirable. | am loved
becausy mother needs me, To put it ina more genoral
formiula: | am loved for what 1 am, or pr.'ri'l.:l[m =teis i
accurnlely, | am loved bocause | am.” Unconditional
bove is taken for granted by the child: "7 it is there, it
ta like o blessing; if it i not there, it isas iFall beauty
had gone out of life = and there 12 nothing | can do ta
o tocreate (1. In brief, children need to live without
the fear that they are not ved

In accepting childron complotely for what they are,
as opposcd B0 whiat an anxious parent or teacher
miight want them (o be, it ks important to understand
what exnctly chiildren are, OF course, sveryone of
theirm i dilferent, wnd every one of them 18 human,
bt in any group of which the mamrity are children,
ore must b able to scoepl noise, excitement, mud,
and a “messy” onvironmenl. Children are not
inhibited from expressing themselves by “secinl
eliguetie’ and it in crucial to Kirkdole's beliofi that
the school fits the child rather than the child Giting
wihint & the ndult's concept ot of the schioal



SOME VIEWS ON
KIRKDALE -

the Hornets

(8-11 years old)

Ons dey ol Winedas Tessday -
ﬂrlhnlmnIm

e urtond e
Bm?m

Wie dhog up T GO0 s mpisre,

ralaliey B Aonared 3 B O G000 S

Dach D, B oo g g
il peciteg

wiy pll. W | firdd carne hore | was

Scarid of e HoPtd i eapeeciaily

Caevm aind | got batier nd befier. The

Ered
POLLY 9 ywirs)

Children have a natural desire tolearn by virtue of
the fact they live. Most of us al pome time must have
hind some experience of the endioss streams of
(puestions :ll]iLd:I-mnnmh: "i'i'lh:r{f'lhw'i' E1n?'Tn
BnCOUrET carning positively, an efvironment
without fenr is ossential, A school that hasa
headmasterimistress, deputy, senfor teachers and

fosters fear becnwse has Lo justify

im or hierself to someone ele. At Kirkdale, the child
doos not have to attend mathematics promptly at
nine-fifleen, 2'he can play outside withaut coming to
lemsons. There isno one to repart herhim to the head.
Neither s there a bead. Ifa child wants to play
"mionsters but &5 made Lo read instead, it will have
werveral possble negative effects & foar of Uhe teacher
whe has the power to make herhim make something
whie doss not want to da;

b. dishike of books: . resentment and introversion.
Many parents and teachers are afraid that their
children will not learn to read unlesa they are mode

to. | sew this as their projoction of their own
experionees on o the child Most of us were made to
lonrn bo rend and so seir (L as Ehe only possible way.
W fail to see reading nn sommething thait can bo
by children and that they would choose Lo

hnmurﬂdﬂhﬂhﬂwirmﬁrhl.idﬂldu::u
Foroed todo anything will met be experencing

leasure of that task, but will be more aware of the
Fnu-ﬂufuhfurlhl er that farces herhim. Al
Kirkdale, all the childron love books. Even if they
have not yet learned to read they appreciate the
¥nlue of books, Books are fantasy and books are fact.
The children know this. The ypodknger & ids initially
appreciate the pictures in boolis, which incidentally
are o valuable souroe of learming. Dne can sonse a
wirkng child almest stepping into the bool, becoming
part of the picture. Giants, dwarfs, laires, oven
double decker buses, excite herhim into coeative
fantasy.

Play iscrucial for learning. Children’s sonsos are
koon to sound, tauch, tuste, smell avd sijght. They are
sonsuous creatures and relate very naturally to the
elements. Forexample n favourite pasti
it Kirkdale is the sand pit. Tt is inberesting Lo see that
the older kids have beooeme very sophisticaled in
|h¢i[wm Ilhmmm
incorporate mathematicn! concepits. Moat of what the

A Erviaie | g wrrg BAL0e Dl |
B U Trin’y i) Dl They il
viatad. 1 1e voryirg aien. 1 ovs
Py ared Jioy

ikl B pman )

v

children learn through play filters its bk anto
the classroom where their learning and desire w
leawrm is integrated with mare formal akills. The
children realise (hit an ability o read and write cin
holp them grently. They begin to understand that
information such me “why are there worms™ can be
Tound in & book. They are continually discovering
new and exciting things. Water is relreshing, stones
are hard, birds fly. accept |ife and ifthey are free
s hearn all about it wi restrictions they will love
life and love leaming. Lifo is leaming, learmning is
life. It is not an unnatural process which requires
firmness, farmality or seriouiness.

To discipline children into a structured
envirenment is Laking away their right to learn how

themselves. If children are making
they are likely to be more confident st making
decisions as adulta. Kirkdale bolieves that given the
chanee, children are quite capable of coping with
making decisions for themaelves. Discipline ks often s
way of making o child sonform to the sdult world. The
chi ﬂhdl-ﬂ:flmdlnhﬂm,mh o1, 1o have
manners, 1o sponk when spoken Lo, to have respect far
elders. It's not dillicult to understand the sdult's need
for all this discipline when the child is knee-deep in
mud constructing a castle, but a child’s need to play
in this way is s intense and abworbing that we feel it
a newd to be Obvioualy if a child wants to
sit in mud and then on all the clean imned washing,
ahe should be stopped. Here Lhe remson is a practical,
not a moral one, I the child s being cloaned agains
herhis wishes to satisfy the sdult's own personal
slandards of hygiene, then it is wrong. There is a big
difference betwren freedom and licenoe, and the two
st ld rid be confused.

The Froe School has, as stated by A S Keill,"a
belief in the poodness of human nature, a belief that
there is not and nover was original sin.” Children are
not born bad, bul can become unhappy and anti-
socinl and destructive people i thelr fres-flowing love
of life ta disturbed by neurotic and frorfal sdults, wha
teach thom ta fear God, to fear feackers, not to swear,
to b elean and tidy, not 1o masturbate, and are
harmified if a child compares cake mintune ts berfhis
o factes. Children are natural, open, honest. To
punish them for swearing, being noisy, demanding



I o i e Hommets. Somebmes | do
s croche But mosd ol the ime | da
W (ABOE N rry Speiing bodd. W 80 our
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Anicks A aMor snaety soemalmes |
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privacy, is to misunderstand ehildhood, 1T we do not
want children to lie. then we cannot lie to them by
trying to wash away nn original sin that t=n't thers
Children will not lie unless they are afraid of the
adult not accepting the truth, ie their own natural
inatincts, from them. To punish a ehild isto tell a
child T do not love you, | disapprove’. The child is
consequently unhappy and some of its love of Life and
learning turns o gutle. A fear that will grow,
Hirkdale believes that if ehildren live in happineas
they are mare likely to dovelop a positive attitudes to
life and learning, and the forming of loving
relationships. If they live in fear, they are more likely
o duvu]::lp nagative attitudes Lo the above. L seems
appropriste Lo select A quote here from A S Neill's
Summerhill’:=

*The difficult child is the ehild who is unhappy. He
iz nt war with himself; and in conseqoence, he is ot
war with the workd

“The difficult adult is in the same boat. Mo happy
mun ever disturbed n mesting, or preached o war, or
Ivnched a negro, No happy woimnan ever naggod her
hushand or her children. Ne happy man ever
commibited a muarder or a thett. o happy employer
ever frightoned his employess.”™

Most sociotioa today live in foar. Fear of war, fear of
mupggers, fear of their headieacher, fear of the lnw,
fear of pod and fear af the devil, Fear ia hatred and
cannot by its very nature promote honesty nnd
hnFFil‘l-'l."-l-al A B Neill saiel that -

"All erimes, all hatreds, nll wars, can be redusced (o
unhappiness”

Kirkdnle nims at being & positive organisation, to
contribute as much ns possiblo townnds promoting a
shifl in attitudes lowards education, bringing about
socinl change. An allempl o bring awareisas (o
people that all conftict and hatred in the world @58
result of unhappiness which need not be so

[f'wo are concermed aboutl world peace, then wo
must value the individual, Give sur childeen (resdiom
and watch them grow into the future generation.
Have no fears that they will fall, and question deeply
your standnrds af micoess,

Giive peace nchance




rosle

Martin

CLIVE - a teacher

In atumblo down howss in
Kirkdnbe,

People wark, laugh, play, weep
and wail

It's 8o full of foals

¥ou might eall it a schaoal,

But by no stretch

Coald vau call it a joal

MARTIN - a teacher

Kirkdsle is g school for unll.rl.lr_l.' klds. We have oar
fair ehare of those who have found it particularly
diffbcult to it in within the state systom, but op the
whale our kids enme here for poesitive ranther than
pegative rexsons. This gives the school an
mffirmative charncter which is of course the groatost
mEs slance Lo Uose Wil b the st |.'-r'-|:|hf|.'l1:'|!- Thi
closcly knit and relaxed atmesphere allows sveryone
iboth kids and adults) v grow creatively in
pecoplance of their differences

As aworkerat theschaol | find Kirkdales past both
n souree of sirengih and n poant al vopak e, The
intimate, ce-operative atmosphers betweon parents,
sialT and kids which was the aim for the schonl of
those people who founded Kirkdale i= what makes
the place so different from anywhers olse, | fioo]
extremaly privileged tobe able to work 1o an
onviranment in which it is really possibile (o relate Lo
kids as individunl] people and to feel capable ol of
being myeelFwith them

However, the main soorcs of maney for the schoal
has beon parental contributions and they are still the
lifes-blood of the enlorprize, { This does nol mean that
Kirkdnle is wi sl thoe, on Lhe conirmry —wio never have
enaugh money to do what we want properly . Te me
the prablem of money manifesis itsoll in direct
ﬂll‘l‘.l‘ﬂtl IELAGE i1 ]L|l P TE Y ASPSTA © il the echool. For
example, the stall have to pecept a level ol earnings
mnad @ dﬂg‘rﬁhl!’cnmnutm--nl which limils thais
efTectivensss through sheer exhaustion, nnd in fact
which determines that only thosse who are young snd
without commitments can wark here, Another
problem is thot nlthough we do what wo can o
prevent i, wo lose Kiuls for financial reassns. [ think
thin i torrible beenuse the mager challenge for
Kirkdale would be to make what hapgpens here more
mvnilable to n wider viriety of kide, For me ite an
vxcktrng ploce to be, but | sould hate s aee U
optimism of its beginnings in the @ die in tho harsh
eonnomic climate of the "By



Ben

Ex pupil BILLY (aged 21)
interviewed by Heather

Billy has been ane of the lesst academically
interested children at Kirkdale and vet, an far as he
and we are concerned, very sucoessiul in his life

H. How old wers vou when vou came?

. Y
H. Canvou rememberwhat it fielt like, your Grst day
Frae g
B. Not exactly — it just felt good. | ployred all day
H. Weore vou mware us o small child that this was s
different school to athers
B. 1| realised when | came into contact with other
childen, when | was about & or 6. | started to draw
camparisans betwesn whatl they did and whnt we d id
H. Did it make you feel different to other kids?

B. 1feli | was lucky being able to do what 1 wanted
all day long. | remember walking past ather echools
nnd seving them in their playgrounds cooped up
behind iron bars, | felt good thet | was allowed to do
exactly what | wanited

H. Did you feel any pressune from anyone hore to
learn how to read and write?

B. Well, thers were always the lessons going on here
every doy and the majority of people went to them
'l'hql}'dlrl n tinterest me = | never congidored learning
to rend or write, There were too many other things to
di = | always wanted tobe in the garden, Lenjoyed all
the I.lfitL"lI:L'iI! 'I|‘1u:||.:.-| here ke carpeniry nod |:||.|.|]|:|j11.g
tree howses ind the exporiments i@ schonoe,

When | got older | did feel a little bit embarrassed
nat knowing whore thes bus went and things like that
and atl my (riends here were writing and reading
books and | got to feel that | was missing out. | got to
the stage at about 11 when | knew | jjust had to learn
to Pened pnd write and | applied myvself. | learmed
wilhin six monthe | had o reading ageat 11% of o
134 year ald



H. When you moved on to secondary school were you
it the same standard as the others?

B. Well, there wore a lot of things [ didn't know, for
example in maths, but I eertainly waan't the dumbest
child in the schoal, | didn't take long to adjust and
learn. It's quite natural really — the children had had
a different sducntion where everyihing had been
drummed into them, | din’t know as much as them
academically, but it didn't take long for me Lo gain
coffidence and cateh up with them and besome Bright
=mnol the brightest in the school but competent to do
whint | was asked reasonnbly well,

H. Do you think yvour initial lack of confidence at
your srcondury school had o long lasting effect on
your

B. Mo, not at all. | did quite well there - 1 loved
Engliah, geography, aports, woodwork and motal
work. The things [ was interested in 1 did very well
indeed = the things | wasn't interested in | just didn’t
bother doing. This was lelt over from Kirkdale,

When [ was 15 [ told my parents I'd had enough of
the schoal and didn't really want to be there any
mare, All I was really interested in apart from
English and Geography was all the practical things. 1
left and was taught at homae. | love English and did
English langunge and literature "0 lovels. | just
wurﬁked by myself really — Dad helped me here and
there - well, he just talked to me about the books
renlly —and [ got 2 "B’s, They were the only oxams |
ever took. | wouldn't have bothered taking them bat
a8 | loved it sa much | thought T may ns well,

H. Dayvouthink the two "0 levels have helped vouin
ATV WHYT
B. Mo, | knew they never would.

At that time vou see | had quite i lot of building
akille. Mysell and 2 other kids from schoal had
started this bullding company called "Mosquito
Enterprises’ when we were about 13, We did jobs for
friends, things like stripping wall paper, painting,
sirnple ciurpentry, anyvihing we could do. We did this
im the holidays and did quite woll really, By the time |
wak 15 [ had quite a lot of building skills and then 1
med 4 bullder whio emploved mee just ms his mute
really, He paid me £60 o week and taught me o
tremendous amount. He was a good builder, very
orthodox, and he thught me very well T worked lor
him for 2 years. He tiught me structural work,
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carpentry, evervthing really. When 1 left working
wiitphim I started agnin with Mosquito Enterprises.
H. When vou worked for him, did you find it easy w
keep to the committmoent of regular hours?

B. Oh yes, it was good interesting work. | was
learning something which [ enjoyed very much and
wng nlao being paid good money. | was working all the
time really, even ot weekends, and what he taught
e was brillinnt.

H. Are vou happy now, working os o carpsnter?

B. Oh yes, [ ean't think of anything | prefer doing.
It"s good, worthwhile work, very creative. | can work
from home, | work for mysell alwaya 1 can't think of
anything I would rather do.

H. What happened when you started up wth
Mosgquito Enterprises again at 177

B.nﬂ’n did a job for £1,500 doing up an architects
affice. We got really big. Then the other two went off
to university and [ was on my own and did very well. 1
started up a flour mill,

H. What do you mean you started it - do you mean
you toak on the whole thing. It sounds nmazing to
take on so much at the age of 17.

B. 1su it was, but it didn’t feel like that to me.
Y wall., it was just an empty garage. 1 got o mill
which I did up and kitted the whaole place out starting
from scratch. [ had londs of problems — it took three
miontha just to sort them out. 1 had to learn a
tremendous amount = YV AT, dealing with
authorities (tax people and the health authority), the
day to day running of a business, which was really
hard at first beeause | didn't know much about moths
I mean | knew the basics, but | never had a specific
use to use maths for. It was just o matter of learning
it

H. How did you learn it? Did you go to other people
Tor help?

B. Yes, |tnlked to various peaple, my Dad and se on,
and just had a go. | found out informaton as [ went
along, as [ needed it

H. Did vou fee] embarrassed as an adult not to know
these things?

B. Wall, I mean | wasn't hopeless at maths of course.
I know the basics. It was just the more applied maths
you needed for running a business,
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H. Do you gei encugh work now thatl you are seil
employed?

H. Yeu | have about 3 manths work lined up now, |
turn away johs. It pays whatever you busld to buabd it
well, build it to your best

H. Are vouearning enough money from !

B. Yeslam | don’t like working every |1|L1'| , Bt try
toestimaie for about £ 170- L2300 g week. A ot of that
Boga straig Wk iz s Liosals, wheh are hllfl‘l’ﬂl]uhn!:i'
POpENEIVE

H. How did you actually feel towands the teachers
bepra? I poema to me walching the children here that
the teachers are thelr friends, who they ean rely an
B. Yes, it was very much like that. They were our
friends, very mich so We knew them, Lhey Knéw us
amed our families. | didn’ look up to them as adults,
but more g5 people we could rely on and who would
hitlp us Lo see Lo our Beeds

H. hd vou fecl a pense of community?

B. Yesvery much so. There was always o sense of
ci-operation between the Bees and the Wasps. Wedid
things very much together especally in the garden
Although the lessons were separate, we could go frem
e elpssiroom o the other. [ soesone was having s
story we could wander in and listen. If you didn'i
want todoe what your teacher was dodng you could
wander ofl and play in the gnrden of coure, or you
cold go and see what the athers wers doing

H. When vou wern older swoursell how did yvoa fieel
towards the little ones?

B. We fell caring towards them. The older ones had
nlwnys been caring towards me. The ones that struck
e s nice peaple we played with. We responded to
them not as Hees, positively or negatively, but as
individunls

H. Hawve vou got any regrets about going ta
Kirkcale?

B. It's the best thing my parents oould have done for
i

H. D you wish you had more qualifictions? Da you
feal vou would have more control of vouwr life i vou
hiad more qualifications?

B. | think | would have beon in o much worse
situnkion, | renlly do



Most of my friends here ot Kirkdale have been
through University or are at Universityat the
moment. There are not many of my friends who have
not at least done their "0's and "A's. They've got
%unllﬁmhum and no jobs, 1 feel they've just wasted

oir time

Muost people | know at 18 vears are going to college
s i waoy to got oway from home, a8 0 way to
experience life on their own. [ feel it as quite
disturbing that peopls use that spportunity just to
get wwny from home and get some money, As far as |
can see most people seem to waste a lot of time there.
They seem to do very litthe so P'm really glad, looking
back on it (well, I supposs | was quite a practical
person anyway that | didn't have the scademic
pressure to make me feel T had to have qualications to
survive in thia life. As far as | con soe it's the roverse
for me. Mow I have o propor trade, and everyone
always needs carpenters. | work for myeelf, | don't
have to apply to a big company for a job, and [ find it
exciting. | can do whai [ want, what I think is
creative, | have no regrets at all. | fecl quite sorry for
pome other people ot Kirkdale, that that's what they
did. Now thoy can't get a job and feel disillusioned.
They realise after their three vears of growing up, 1
suppose you could call it, "what con | do now, | must
get ajob, even a shil.'t.:.r one, and there aren’t many of
those left either,” Often now o degres 180" snowgch to
get ajob, [ didn't see it that way at the time | was

making those kind of choices for mysell =1 just konew |
didn’t want to mave on to academics when | was 15
ovien though parta of it Lreally enjoyed - [ realise now
that the future was with my hands. But not
everyone's like that I'm sure.

H. Was there a stage when you ever worried aboul

nat having "0 lovels

B. Notreally.

H. Youseem asil you've had a lot of trust in yoursell

and faith that vou could loeok after voursell,

B. Well, I alwayvs knew I could look after mysclf,

right fram the days when [ worked with Mesquite

Ent-u riges, earning my money ot somathing Teould
nd enjoyved. T don’t think [ actuslly leoked too far

ah.eal:l things just secmed to come along. [ dida't

actunlly worry too much nbaut what was going to

happen in 6 months time, OF course [ looked ahead,

but not very fur. I'm lucky. I'vie met lots of poople who
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have offered me jobs, ['ve met people who | can loarn
From, and I've mel people who have hod faith inme to
do a job that I've not done before. [t's a lot to do with
the confidence to go and do something and not just sit
nround nnd worry, | think thiz has a lot to do with
Kirkdale. In fact this is what Kirkdale is all about
really, learning through experience, and having the
confidence Lo feel capable. I suppose 1 am quite
confident that things will work, snd T think ifvou are
this tends to make things work. Kirkdale gave me an
enormous amount just pctually relating to people. 1
came into contact with a lot of people, lots ol adults as
wiell, and | felt on the same par with them. [ could
communicate with them, agk them lots of questions
and not feel they're adults and I'm a kid, and I
ahouldn’t ask them thess questions. We were free to
communicnte and make frends with adults and feel
on & par with the teachers.

H. How do vou fiee] this has aTected vou? Do you feel
ﬂl’h‘ilngnd now, as an adult?

« Yes, very much so. Well, | was. Moat kids don't
have thot opportunity and for me it's worked really
wall. | benefitted an enormous amount from it. For
oxample, | have to deal a lot with business men or my
bank manager who has o lot of influence over what 1
do. I enn go and talk to them as equals, and express
miysell - ﬁiﬂn "t gay what they want to hear, Yes, of
course | judge what they want to hear and work
around it, say what | feel in a woy that they will
understand. I can meet people who are very high in
their own particular field, with mo not g0, and [ ean
E;:l. om very well,

« Da you tell people about vour background?

B. Mot many. Often | most people who ean't
comprehend it at all. 1t hasn't entered their heads
that children learn much better in every sense ifthey
find out for themselves. | was left to find ot what |
wanted to do, and what [ was good at. OF course the
teachers encouraged the things I showed interest in.
They would help me in anything | wanted to do.

H. Do you find it easy to discipline yourselfin the
things vou sctually enjoy doing?

B. Very much ao.

H. Because | don't, oven something which | enjoy
doing, | tend to put ofl sometimes,

B. Waoll, it all depends what it is
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H. Say with your work, even though you enjoy iL, it
miisd be very casy becouse you work for vourself, to
have days when you have difficulty getting down to

(]
B. On the whole 'm pretty good about it, and get
down and do it. [ find great peace in my work,
bullding something which | perssnally find ereative,
Ofkon [ get jobs, not so much now hot T used to, which
were boring, and | knew | had to do them becnuse |
needed the monay
H. And mlﬂmdn i?
B. Yes, |think thieis what Kirkdale teaches you =il
you're imterested in something, il you want
sarriething - you have to go shesd and do it T work for
mysell =0 what [ put into my work comes directly
back o me.
H. As g teennger, when your world became lnrger
than Kirkdale, did you feel difforent to ather

ra? Did you go back to Kirkdale people for

ur friendahipa?

I stayed with Kirkdale friends because we know
each olher powell, bul that wasn't prohibitive to
mareting and making friends with other people.

H. DMd you feel you wers mnru munivre thon other
teenagers of your ewn age

B. n. Iwndndmdmafﬂmdarhuﬂmnﬂuf
than mee. It wasn't that | coubdn’t nssocinte with
peaple ol my own age, but | preferred to be with alder

ple.
Eﬂ I¥id youn fesell that you were more matune in your
re]ut_jilnnlhipn with girls as a tecnager than other

B. Vary much so, That was the major difference
when [ left Kirkdale and went toather schools. There
wiks o pmbarrassment about bodios or the boste fncts
at Kirkdale and no squenmish giggliness. Al
Hirkdale there i no bays sticking to the boye, and na
girls to the girls. When | went to secondary school
there was o real separation batween the boyn ned the
itrle | learnt 8o mwch in thoss years about other
people and how they had been browght up. It was
fquite a shoek really to discover that the wore the
girls and had to play their rele and the were the
by and had te play their role, 18w very much like
thit. | didn't hear whit the girls said about sex, but
thie boys were very hed up abut i 'We had sex
education and they all titbered mnd lnughed, wherdas
I kmeew it all before and was just interestod really,

mrr}r-nmrimtrm T

This tension between bovs and girls was my
exporience for the wholo of the rest of my education,

H. Your mother is an adult literacy teacher. Do you
think sho ever doubled that abe was creating in vou
the very problem she is trving to correct in ndulte?
B. MNo,no, not stall, lactually asked her this o while
ngo. She said what a child needs is good physical
caring ina loving nod supporiive atmasphre. She wis
confident in what | was learning and that | was
o lot - sewing, knitting, woodwark and

building and confident | would come to realise this
importance of reading and writing, which is what
happned. As [ said, | applied myself and lenrned
within six montha. 1L wos very ensy 1

She hasn't always worked with adults. Until nbout
five years ago she worked a5 a remedial teacher in n
state school, but with very little ressuros. She enjoye
working with ndults much better because the adults
want ko leprn to rend and write. They realise that it's
a seriows dizability and they say (and some of the
people are old age peasioners) that this ia the first
time in their lives that they have been given the
oppartunity to read and write in o non-smbarrassing
atmosphere,
H. Do you few] confident Lo read any bosk that takes

oUF iAterest?

« O yor = I've rond and | read a lot.
H. Doyou think about what would happen if you had
children of vour ownT
B. Oh yes. | don’t want children unless [ can suppart
them in a Db way, and one of the ways would be
sending them to Kirkdnle or m similar place,

rkdlﬁn b griven me so much, | feel it would be
unfair to any children | haove nob to glve them that
chance, It would be totally against the grain for me,
after being given so much here, not to offer o similar
upbringing to my kids.
H. “’Hllniﬂl-hmh that's about it. We seem to have
coverod o large arem_ [2s besn good — I've enjoyed
talking to you,
B. ﬂh o 1 love talking about Kirkdale. | had a great
time - I look back on it and think Waow! Alsa, 1
learned so much about carpentry there —it's given me
#uch a strong foundation for my work now,



